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(?5>0 
at Tangier the Moon being very near the fame place, where the 
was now. 

Extratf 
of a Letter , lately mitten by Mr. Nathaniel Fairfax to the 
Publisher, containing observations About fame Infects , and 
their Inoxioufnefs , crc. 

The Ingenious Author of this Letter , as he expreffes an extra- 
ordinary defire to fee the Store- houfe of Natural Philofoph , more 
richly fraughted (a Work begun by the finglecare and conduct 
of the Excellent Lord Verulam , and profecuted by the Joynt- 
undertakings, of the R. Society) fo he very frankly offers his Ser- 
vice in contributing fome of his Obfervations and begins in this 
very Letter to perform his Offer. For, Having taken notice of 
what was publifht in Numb. p. p. 161. out of the Italian Philo- 
fopher Redi, vid. That Creatures , reputed Venomous, are in- 
deed noPoyfons, when fvvallow'd , though they may prove fo, 
when put into Wounds: He, for confirmation thereof , all edges 
Examples of feveral Perfons well known to him (him felfalfo ha- 
ving been an Eye-witnefs to fome fuch Experiments) who have 
frequently fvvallow'd Spiders , even of the rank eft kind, without 
any more harm than happens to Hens, Robin-red- breafts, and 
other Birds, who make Spiders their daily Commons. And ha- 
ving made mention of fome men , that eat even Toads , he adds 3 
that though a Toad be not aPoyfon to us in the whole j yetk 
may invenome outwardly , according to fome parts fo and fo 
ftirr'dj aninftance whereof he alledges in a Boy, who ftumbling 
on a Toad , and hurling ftones at it , fome Juyce from the bruifed 
Toad chanced to light upon his Lips, whereupon they fwell'd, 
each tothethicknefs of about two Thumbs : AndhenegletfHng 
toufe, what might be proper to reftore them , they have conti- 
nued in that mifhapen fize ever fince ; the uglinefs whereof, 
when the Relator faw, gave him occafion to inquire after the- 
eaufe of it , which thereupon he underftood to be , as has beenre- 
cited. 

On this occafion , the fame Gentleman relates , that once feeing 
a Spider bruifed into a Cmall Glafs of Water, and that it tinged 
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it fomewhat of a Sky-colour , he was , upon owning his furprife 
thereat, informed , that a dozen of them being put in, they 
would dye it to almoft a full Azure. Which is touch't here, 
that, the Experiment being fo eafie to make, it may be tried, 
when the feafon furniihes thofe Infects $ meantime, it feemsnot 
more incredible , that this Creature mould yield a Sky-colour, 
when put in water , than that Gochineel , which alio is but an 
Infect , fliould afford a fine red, when fteep'd in the fame Liquor. 

An Account 
Of Some BooI^s. 

7, Le Tome troifieme et dernier des Lettres de M, DES- 
CARTES. 

As the two firft Tomes of M. Des-Cartes his Letters , contain 
Questions, for the mod part of a Mor J and P hj fislogical Nature, 
propofed to ? 2nd anfwer'd by him-, fo this confifts of the Con- 
tefts, he had upon feveral Subje&s with divers Men eminent in his 
time. 

To pafs by that marp Conceit., he was engaged in by fome 
ProfelTors of Divinity at Utrecht ^ who endeavoured to difcredic 
his Phiiofophy , as leading to Libertinifme and Atheifme , not- 
withftandinghemadeitibmuchhisbuiinefs , as to aflert the Ex- 
igence of a Deity , and the Immortality of 'a "Soul : We (hall 
take notice of what is more to our purpofe , vid. the Differences, 
he had touching his Diof tricks and Geometry. 

As for his Diof tricks , though a great part of the Learned 
World have much efteemM that Treatife, as leaving little robe 
faid after him upon that Subject 5 yet there have not been wanting 
Mathematicians, who have declared their difagreement from his 
Principles in that Doctrine. The firft of them was the Jefuic Sour- 
^7»,Mathematick ProfeiTor in the Colledg of Clermont at Faris ; buc 
this difference was foon at an end. A fecond was Mr. Hcbbs^ upon 
whofe account he wrote feveral Letters to Merfennus , containing 
many remarks conducing to the Knowledge of the Nature of .Re- 
fitcticn and Refraclioth But the Peribn, that did moft learnedly 
and refolately attack the "faid Dioftricks , was Monfieur Fcrmat y 
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